
WIDELY-ATTENDED GATHERING QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

 
The Assistant General Counsel (Ethics) (AGC(E)), Department of the Navy (DON), regularly 
receives requests from non-Federal entities (e.g., defense contractors, professional associations) 
for blanket Widely Attended Gathering (WAG) determinations to permit DON personnel to 
accept the gift of free attendance at an upcoming event (e.g., gala, conference, luncheon, round 
table, award ceremony).  As a general rule, AGC(E) does not provide blanket WAG 
determinations to NFE events.  The appropriate DON supervisors, in consultation with their 
ethics counselors, must make this determination, in writing, for their respective employees 
invited to the event.  To expedite this process we recommend that any request for a WAG 
determination provide at least the following information:   
 
1.   Name of the event: U.S. Navy Memorial Annual Lone Sailor Awards Dinner 
 
2.   Sponsor of the event: U.S. Navy Memorial 
 
3.   Date of the event: Thursday, September 19, 2019 
 
4.   Location of the event:  National Building Museum, Washington, DC 
 
5.   Purpose of the event: To Honor, Recognize and Celebrate the men and women of the Sea 
Services, with particular focus on recipients of the Lone Sailor Award. 
 
6.   Number of people expected to attend: 400-600  
 
7. Names and organizations of DON invitees: The invitation list normally includes Navy, 

Coast Guard and Marine Corps Senior Officers as well as senior members of the 
Secretariat, Department of the Navy Personnel. 

 
8.   Demographics of expected attendees (check all that apply): 

 Federal Executive Branch 
o DoD _x__ 
o Non-DoD __x_ 

 State or local Government _x___ 
 Academia ___ 
 Industry _ x____ 
 Legislative Branch  x__ 
 Media _____ 
 Other (describe)______ 

 
9.  Describe the extent of the opportunity for an exchange of ideas or discussion among attendees 
(entertainment and sporting events generally do not permit the exchange of ideas and would not 
qualify as a WAG event): There will be ample opportunity for exchange of ideas and/or 
discussion among attendees during the Lone Sailor Awards Reception and Dinner as we 
award outstanding individuals that have supported our military.   
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10.  Is a person other than the sponsor designating the DON employee to be invited and bearing 
the cost of the employee’s attendance through a contribution or other payment intended to 
facilitate the employee’s attendance? 

 
 No _x__ 
 Yes ____ 

 
If yes, identify that person and the names of the DON invitees for which it will pay: 
.  

11.  Provide the cost to purchase an individual ticket to the event:  No cost for active duty 
military personnel. 
 
12. Where there is no ticket price or charge, provide the aggregate fair market value expended 
for each attendee, e.g., cost for locale, food, drink, entertainment, services): The WAG request 
is for attendance at the reception and dinner.  The cost pp is approximately $176.00. 
 
13.  Identify other gifts (type and value) being offered in addition to the employee’s free 
attendance (e.g., free parking, memento, transportation, etc.): 

 
 None ___ 
 Guest/spouse attendance ___x___ 
  Other gifts (List) Event Favor ($6.00 value),Valet Parking ($12 value) 

 
14.  Is any portion of this event a fundraiser? 

 No ___ 
 Yes _x  
If yes, provide the details of the fundraising effort (e.g., how are funds being raised, who 
is the beneficiary, what are the seating arrangements):  
There will be a silent auction.  Participation is optional. 

 
15.  Is this an event recurring from year to year? 

 Yes x___ 
 No ____ 

 
16.  Is the sponsor of the event a registered lobbyist or lobbying organization? 

 Yes ___ 
 No ___x_   

 
If yes, is the sponsor a media organization or a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization? 
 

 
17.  Contact information for a point of contact who can provide prompt responses to any 
questions or concerns (name, phone number and e-mail address):  
Lisa Barker, Director of Corporate Relations, lbarker@navymemorial.org, (202) 380-0782. 
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We also suggest that the sponsor of the event consider including appropriate language in the 
invitation similar to the following: 
 
ATTENDANCE BY DON PERSONNEL 
 
This event may qualify as a Widely Attended Gathering (WAG) pursuant to 5 C.F.R. 
2635.204(g)(2).  All personnel are strongly encouraged to consult with their supervisor or ethics 
advisor prior to attending.   
 
ATTENDANCE BY POLITICAL APPOINTEES 
 
Executive Order 13770 of January 28, 2017, prohibits political appointees from accepting gifts 
from registered lobbyists or lobbying organizations pursuant to the WAG exception to the 
Federal gift rules.  To ensure compliance with Executive Order 13770, DON political 
appointees are strongly encouraged to consult with their ethics advisor. 


